THE GOLDEN LOTUS	213
"Yes, indeed," Huang IV said, "and she cries all the time."
Hsi-men Ch'ing yielded to Pochiieh's persuasion and took
the card, but he still refused the silver. Huang IV implored
him to take it, and went out, leaving it behind. Ying Po-chueh
called him back and asked when he wanted the letter.
"It is very urgent," Huang IV said, "and I should like it
at once. To-niorrow morning I will send my son with your
servant to deliver it. I should like to speak to the servant you
decide to send."
"I will write the letter now," Hsi-men said. He sent for
Tai An and said to him: "To-morrow morning you will have
to take a letter." Then Huang IV spoke to the boy and they
went out. When he came to the gate, he asked Tai An to get
for him the purse in which he had brought the silver. The
boy went to the inner court to ask the Moon Lady for it. She
was making clothes with her two maids. Tai An waited, but
the Moon Lady said to him:
"We are too busy. We can't give it you now. Tell him he
shall have it to-morrow."
"But he wants it very urgently," Tai An said. "He has to
go to Tung-ch'ang to-morrow, and he won't be able to come
back. Please take the silver out of it and let me have the
purse."
"Go and give him the thing and get rid of him," the Moon
Lady said to Flute of Jade.
Flute of Jade went to the inner room and emptied the
silver on to the bed. She brought the purse to Tai An. "Take
it away, you rascal," she said to him. "Nobody is going to eat
it. What a nuisance you are!"
"If it hadn't been wanted, I shouldn't have troubled you,"
the boy said. He went out with the purse. When he reached
the second door, a piece of silver, about three taels in weight,
dropped out. One of the wrappers had been torn, and, when
Flute of Jade had emptied the silver in such a hurry, she did
not notice that this piece had been left in the bottom of the
bag. "What a stroke of luck," Tai An said to himself. "Money
for nothing!" He put it in his sleeve. He gave the purse to
Huang IV and promised to bring the letter the next morning.
Hsi-men Ch'ing went back to the study and asked Scholar
t WSn to write the letter. Then he gave it to Tai An.

